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SUBJECT: POLICE AND SOLDIERS CLASH 

1. VIOLENT CLASHES IN KINGSTON AND ELSEWHERE BETWEEN 
POLICEMEN AND OFF-DUTY MEMBERS OF THE JAMAICA DEFENCE FORCE 
(JDF) HAVE CAUSED CONCERN IN OFFICIAL JAMAICAN 

CIRCLES AND RECEIVED WIDESPREAD COVERAGE IN THE NEWS 
MEDIA. JDF AND POLICE OFFICIALS HAVE LAUNCHED INVESTIGATIONS 
TO DETERMINE THE CAUSES OF THE CLASHES AND DEVELOP A 
COORDINATED POLICY THAT WILL PREVENT RECURRENCES. IN 
AN ATTEMPT TO STEM THE FEUD, THE JDF HAS CONFINED ALL 
UNMARRIED ENLSITED MEN TO UP PARK CAMP 

2. TENSIONS WERE TRIGGERED ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 12, 

WHEN AN OFF-DUTY SOLDIER RESISTED SEARCH BY A POLICEMAN 
DURING A JOINT POLICE/MILITARY SEARCH FOR FIREARMS AT 

A KINGSTON CINCEMA. A MELEE ENSUED, RESULTING 
IN GUNFIRE AND INJURIES TO SOLDIERS, POLICE AND CIVILIANS. 

THE NEXT TWO NIGHTS PRODUCED ASSAULTS BY GROUPS OF OFF-DUTY 
SOLDIERS UPON POLICEMEN. A CLIMAX WAS REACHED ON 
AUGUST 15, WHEN SOLDIERS APPARENTLY ATTEMPTED TO SET 
FIRE TO HARMON BARRACKS, HOME OF THE ELITE POLICE MOBILE 
RESERVE, THE UNIT WHICH HAS BEEN PARTICIPATING IN THE 
JOINT POLICE/MILITARY OPERATIONS. 
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3. THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF THE CLASHES APPEARS TO BE 
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DISSATISFACTION AMONG THE RANKS OF THE JDF OVER HAVING TO 
HELP THE POLICE PERFORM THEIR FUNCTION. SUPPORTING 
THIS DISSATISFACTION IS CONCERN AT HIGHER JDF LEVELS OVER 
THE USE OF THE JDF IN THE JOINT OPERATIONS, AN APPARENT 
VIOLATION OF THE JAMAICAN CONSTITUTION, WHICH SPECIFIES THAT 
THE JDF IS TO BE EMPLOYED IN CIVIL OPERATIONS ONLY AFTER A 
STATE OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED. THE CRUX OF THE 
PROBLEM, HOWEVER, LIES IN THE INABILITY OF THE POLICE 
FORCE, WITH ITS PRESENT PERSONNEL, TRAINING, AND EQUIPMENT, 

TO COPE WITH RAMPANT CRIMINAL ELEMENTS. 

4. JOINT POLICE/MILITARY OPERATIONS SUSPENDED EARLIER, HAVE 
NOW BEEN RESUMED. THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION, HOWEVER, 

IS UNDERSCORED BY UNOFFICIAL REPORTS FROM HIGH POLICE OFFICIALS 
THAT THE GOVERMENT IS CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF 
THE DECLARATION OF A STATE OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY. 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY HAS ONLY BEEN DECLARED ONCE PREVIOUSLY 
SINCE INDEPENDENCE. THIS OCCURRED IN 1966 IN RESPONSE 
TO A CRIME WAVE SIMILAR TO THE CURRENT ONE. HEWITT 
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